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Divorce and Civil Partnership Dissolution - General Summary of the Process

6 weeks 
from date of 
conditional 

 order until final 
order can be 

applied for

20 weeks  
from date 

of issue until 
conditional  

order can be 
applied for

Final order

Conditional order

One of the spouses/civil partners applies for divorce/dissolution

Application issued by the court

Court to serve application  
on respondent

Respondent lives outside  
of England and Wales

Applicant requests to  
serve respondent

Max 28  
days to  

effect service
Issued application returned to applicant  

to serve on the respondent directly

Applicant applies for 
conditional order

14 days  
from receipt

Respondent to complete and file the ‘Response 
to divorce/dissolution application’

Sole application

The separating spouses/civil partners apply for divorce/dissolution together

Application issued by the court

Both applicants apply 
for conditional order

One applicant only applies  
for conditional order

Notice provided to other 
spouse/civil partner who 

becomes respondent

Conditional order

Both applicants apply  
for final order

Final order

One applicant applies  
for final order

14 days notice given 
to other spouse/civil partner, 

who becomes respondent

Joint application

Applicant applies  
for final order

If the applicant does not apply the 
respondent can apply 3 months after  

the date of the conditional order


